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The manor house
The manor house was the seigneur’s home. It was bigger than the homes of the censitaires. The manor house was usually made of stone and had several chimneys. Like modern homes, it was divided into several separate rooms including bedrooms and a kitchen, but no bathroom. The manor house also had glass windows.

Censitaires’ homes
The houses of the censitaires were very modest and built out of wood. Most houses had only one habitable room. Everyone ate, worked and slept in the same room. These houses contained very little furniture: a table, benches, a bed, an armoire. The focal point of the house was the fireplace or the woodstove, which provided heat and light and was used for cooking. The houses of New France were built with our cold winters in mind. The roofs were steep so snow could slide off them easily. They had very few windows because windows let in the cold. The windows were covered in oiled paper because only the rich could afford glass.

Homes of town dwellers
Houses in towns were built the way they were because of the frequent fires that occurred in towns. As the houses were close together, fires spread rapidly. For this reason, the houses were built of stone with firewalls between them. Artisans and day labourers, many of whom were tenants, lived in houses that were even smaller than those of the censitaires.
[Paul, the definition that follows should be linked to the words in blue in the text. See French version.]

Censitaire: A colonist who settled a censive (plot of land) and paid rent and dues to a seigneur.

