The parish church
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In New France, everyone was Catholic. The church was at the heart of religious life. People went to mass on Sundays and on holidays, and religious ceremonies were part of every celebration. The events that marked family and public life were also celebrated in the church where sculptures and paintings of religious figures were to be found.

Children were born at home and baptized in the church. Weddings were celebrated in the church, followed by a party in the newlyweds’ parents’ homes. People died at home and funerals were held at the church; the dead were then buried in the churchyard.

In addition to being important for religious celebrations, the church was an important building. It was built on high ground, near a crossroads, on the seigneur’s estate. The church dominated the landscape and was the largest building on the seigneury. The first pew in the church was reserved for the seigneur, who at his death would be buried beneath it.

All the habitants of the seigneury attended mass on Sundays. The village was built around the church to offer other services to colonists who lived in the countryside. After mass, the congregation gathered on the front steps of the church to chat and catch up on community news. The church was therefore one of the main gathering places for the community. When the governor or intendant
 had orders or regulations he wanted to proclaim, he would ask the captain of the militia to announce them after mass.

Governor: An official who heads the government of a colony.

Militia: A group of habitants who participate in the defence of their region.
�This term isn’t defined in French, but again it seems to me it should be.





